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Dates to Remember

April 7, 2023: Deadline to for producers to sign up for the General Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP).

May 5, 2023: Proposals for 2023 Conservation Innovation Grants are due.

May 19, 2023 — Applications due for second round of EQIP and RCPP funding for fiscal
year 2023.

May 29, 2023: USDA Service Centers Closed in Observance of Memorial Day

USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve
Program Signups for 2023

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that agricultural producers and private
landowners can begin applying for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General
signup starting February 27 through April 7, 2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary
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conservation program offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a key
tool in the Biden-Harris administration’s effort to address climate change and help
agricultural communities invest in the long-term well-being of their land and natural
resources.

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in
2022, building on the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland
CRP signup in history. There are currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9
million set to expire this year. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the
27-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.

General CRP

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees and
permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

Continuous CRP

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the
year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the Continuous signup.

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including
the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The CLEARS3O Initiative, which
was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watershed,
has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year
CRP contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved
SAFE practices back to the Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners
more opportunities to participate in the initiative. Through the FWP, producers and
landowners can enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to restore previously farmed
wetlands and wetland buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages
federal and non-federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant
conservation concerns. Specifically, USDA made significant improvements to CREP to
reduce barriers and make the program more accessible to a broad range of producers and
new types of partners.

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of
cash, in-kind contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional
staff to work directly with partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal
Nations are now partnering with USDA to help conserve, maintain, and improve grassland
productivity, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-accepts-more-than-3-1-million-acres-in-grassland-crp-signup&data=05%7C01%7C%7C283e59fdada9469a92ec08db36d21271%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638164048387738729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HJn%2FokKV6INzZpyxWasuiFtXGotgvkm5Pd5Uhdppl6c%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnews-room%2Fnews-releases%2F2022%2Fusda-accepts-more-than-3-1-million-acres-in-grassland-crp-signup&data=05%7C01%7C%7C283e59fdada9469a92ec08db36d21271%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638164048387738729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HJn%2FokKV6INzZpyxWasuiFtXGotgvkm5Pd5Uhdppl6c%3D&reserved=0

Grassland CRP

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland
CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland,
including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas
as working grazing lands.

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration
benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.

How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service
Center to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP),
which incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning,
veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or
ranch the land.

More Information

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic
benefits.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management
For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance
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USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock,
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records

e Production records

e Vaccination records

e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit
needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.
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Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from
natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help
you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. Al_LUSDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

Current loan rates as of April 1, 2023.

Farm Loan Interest Rates:

Farm Operating - Direct 4.750%
Farm Operating - Microloan 4.750%
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.750%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 4.750%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.750%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL):

3-year FSFL 4.375%
5-year FSFL 4.000%
7-year FSFL 4.000%
10-year FSFL 3.875%
12-year FSFL 3.875%

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information.
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Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you're proposing to produce agricultural
commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and
sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history
prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation
plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or
system on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities.
This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price
support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require
annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation
and Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into
production. The natification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the
predominant HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may
affect wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance
with the wetland conservation provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with
your local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the
highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to
Farming

Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you:

e Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety of funding
opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their businesses. Certain funds
are targeted for veterans and beginning farmers and ranchers.

e Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be
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eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50
percent to cover certain conservation practices.

¢ Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management.

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources
needed to succeed. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center.
If you're a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and
Rancher Coordinator

USDA Announces Additional Assistance for
Distressed Farmers Facing Financial Risk

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that beginning in April it will
provide approximately $123 million in additional, automatic financial assistance for
qualifying farm loan program borrowers who are facing financial risk, as part of the $3.1
billion to help distressed farm loan borrowers that was provided through Section 22006 of
the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The announcement builds on financial assistance
offered to borrowers through the same program in October 2022.

The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to distressed borrowers of direct or
guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) whose operations
face financial risk. For example, in the October payments, farmers that were 60 days
delinquent due to challenges like natural disasters, the pandemic or other unexpected
situations were brought current and had their next installment paid to give them breathing
room.

In October 2022, USDA provided approximately $800 million in initial IRA assistance to
more than 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers and approximately
2,100 borrowers who had their farms liquidated and still had remaining debt. USDA
shared that it would conduct case-by-case reviews of about 1,600 complex cases for
potential initial relief payments, including cases of borrowers in foreclosure or
bankruptcy. These case-by-case reviews are underway.

At the same time in October 2022, USDA announced that it anticipated payments using
separate pandemic relief funding totaling roughly $66 million on over 7,000 direct loans to
borrowers who used the USDA Farm Service Agency’s disaster-set-aside option during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The maijority of these payments have been processed and
USDA anticipates it will complete all such payments in April 2023.

New Assistance for Distressed Borrowers

FSA intends to provide the new round of relief starting in April to additional distressed
borrowers. This will include approximately $123 million in automatic financial assistance
for qualifying Farm Loan Program (FLP) direct loan borrowers who meet certain criteria.
Similar to the automatic payments announced in October 2022, qualifying borrowers will
receive an individual letter detailing the assistance as payments are made. Distressed
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borrowers’ eligibility for these new categories of automatic payments will be determined
based on their circumstances as of today. More information about the new categories that
make up the $123 million in assistance announced today and the specific amount of
assistance a distressed borrower receives can be found described in this fact sheet, IRA
Section 22006: Additional Automatic Payments, Improved Procedures, and Policy
Recommendations.

To continue to make sure producers are aware of relief potentially available to them, all
producers with open FLP loans will receive a letter detailing a new opportunity to receive
assistance if they took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their FLP
loans, such as taking on more debt, selling property or cashing out retirement accounts.
The letter will provide details on eligibility, the specific types of actions that may qualify for
assistance, and the process for applying for and providing the documentation to seek that
assistance.

These steps are part of a process USDA announced along with the October payments
that is focused on assisting borrowers unable to make their next scheduled installment.
Earlier this year, all borrowers should have received a letter detailing the process for
seeking this type of assistance even before they become delinquent. Borrowers who are
within two months of their next installment may seek a cashflow analysis from FSA using a
recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their eligibility.

Tax Resources

USDA will continue to work with the Department of Treasury to help borrowers understand
the potential tax implications from the receipt of an IRA payment, including that options
may be available to potentially avoid or alleviate any tax burden incurred as a result of
receiving this financial assistance.

In early April, USDA will send a specific set of revised tax documents, educational
materials and resources to borrowers that received assistance in 2022, including a link to
a webinar hosted by a group of farm tax experts to provide education on the options
available. USDA cannot provide tax advice and encourages borrowers to consult their own
tax professional, but FSA is providing educational materials for borrowers to be aware of
the options. USDA has tax-related resources available at farmers.gov/taxes.

Improved Procedures and Policy Recommendations

FSA is finalizing changes to its policy handbooks to remove unnecessary hurdles, improve
loan making and loan servicing and provide more flexibility on how loans are structured to
maximize the opportunities for borrowers. Additional details on those changes can be
found in the linked fact sheet and are the start of a broader set of process enhancements.
The fact sheet also provides information on the eight, no-cost legislative proposals
included in the Fiscal Year 2024 President’s Budget that are designed to improve the
borrower experience.

Wisconsin NRCS Accepting Proposals for 2023
Conservation Innovation Grants
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in
Wisconsin, announced the availability of $500,000 in Wisconsin Conservation Innovation
Grants (CIG) funding to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative
conservation approaches and technologies. All non-Federal entities and individuals are
invited to apply, with the sole exception of Federal agencies. Project proposal applications
are due May 5, 2023.

CIG project proposals must involve Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
eligible producers and should demonstrate the use of innovative technologies or
approaches to address a natural resource concern. These resource concerns must fit into
one of the following categories: Conservation Planning, Manure Management Systems or
Climate Smart Management Systems.

Projects may be between one and three years in duration. The maximum award amount
for a single award in 2023 is $500,000 and the minimum award amount is $50,000.

Wisconsin CIG grant application materials are available on Grants.gov at:
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppld=346629

Complete application packets must be received by 10:59 p.m., Central Time on May 5,
2023, through www.grants.gov. For technical issues with Grants.gov, contact Grants.gov
Applicant Support at 1-800-518-4726 or support@grants.gov.

The funding available through this NFO is Federal financial assistance. Grants 101
Training is highly recommended for those seeking knowledge about Federal financial
assistance. The training is free and available to the public via https://www.cfo.gov/grants-

training/.

Applicants may direct their questions regarding the process to NRCS Resource
Conservationist Ryan Gerlich at 608-662-4422, ext 227, or by email
ryan.gerlich@usda.gov.

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and
Pandemic Assistance Programs

Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers could begin to apply for two new
important programs for revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the
COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
Phase Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and
2021.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather
than overall revenue losses.
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Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both
programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers
based on a single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may
be the first revenue-based program that you've applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance,
ensuring that producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the
financial stability to invest in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross
revenue between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the
producer and the disaster year — designed to target the remaining needs of producers
impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two
revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at
least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar
year, as compared to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.

How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation
including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019,
2020, 2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for
PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both
ERP and PARP program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program
participant);

e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification.

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-
hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.



Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to
confirm should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design,
implementation and delivery of the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also
believe that some of the most creative and useful ideas for program and process
improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance through our
network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the
country, along with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but
also providing their input to make sure that we can improve and enhance our programs
and our approach to assistance to better and more efficiently serve all producers who
need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two,
PARP and our full portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster
assistance programs.

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency

8030 Excelsior Drive
Suite 100
Madison, WI 53717
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